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BE

ARETIE, ARTH ZfHT L2 RGEO R a2 —x
A (COHA) DOFiAIZH-D = | I’d be better off {dead/left
alone/going home} I {3EA 72/ — ARV S iz /%
WIfo72 1EZONELE oXko7%, BEXETHLE
Wi C b ABAIMER LS5 better off #X 03 &
£ O RMR AR THRFEITES LI ERGET 2720
DGR AR TR T Do KR, T—RADOT — X %3R5
ERBFOBRDIERT 5 Z & T, well off (#3t572)
D kT o 7=, better off (2, OEED %1k,
OEARKRIL D AT FAL. @Hﬂﬂfj@*ﬁa fb&wvwH 3o
DEALIHE Z - T fE R, better off #5CHFEE LTZ &
FIRT D, AFEPEERT DG, SREHERAD
AELDHFHDOH Y L5 &I BE LT 5 F BN
HFZEICB VT RS FELE OB LRIES LD,

1IXC&HIZ

BURHGEIZIX, ()D& 512, BT better off DAL
SUNEERE N | 3515 |: 0] SRER (atemporal relation) [1]% %3
BRa RBERED R L BN~ L7IZ O N E L]
LWV BERAERTHIENAHICBEI D,

(1) (a) She is better off {with/without} me.

(b) I’d be better off at home with all those kids!

(c) Maybe I"d be better off in jail.

(d) He is better off {buying it/learning it}.

(e) I"d be better off {left alone/gone from here}.

(f) I’d be better off {dead/alone}.
(1) T, better off D%2IZ, BIfRZ KT kR~ 7B (Hi
Eaa), BUESE, mESE, A, %) 75>m1‘ﬁ
L.E5E ﬁ“’:ﬁﬁﬂi*ﬁﬂ’ﬁ‘uﬂt %i‘%f’“ ZDOHHEIC
(1d)(1e)(1f) > L 512, better off | ﬂﬁ%ﬁ/ﬁﬂ@
B fiKﬁEUE’Wigfﬂ)%ﬁTé bObLEEND,
A Clk, BT — % (Corpus of Historical
American English: COHA) [2)iZ%} L TR S REF
Bl SEET 52 LT, better off ([CHiRE ’—mﬂﬁfﬁi
B HE (LT, betteroff #30) AED X S ICHF -
EE LT OBBRE R TG E R 5,
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2 better off #3XD K

Mgk, R EBEROXIN S 78 2 i
Td 53X (Constructions) DIEZRAI2 %y T —2
MDA O S FEAFROFE HD D L& 2 5[3,4], 1

BN ITTE RSB R ICAHAIER A S 5 i
WHEERSINTE N, IFE, HoRMEECHAS
NHEREBHROR L E LTREIND & FiE
SNTWAHBL, HHEEEECEBET DDA
KA L L CLAF O AR SN TV 5 [6].
(2) () R@EICAHAMER RSN D,

(b) EBRIHEICABAMER R S5,

(c) HEUTITHADOHIKIN R BN D,

(d) s — g VRN R BN D,
LT, [7, 8] XCHkICHK S =, QD HEAEE H W T
better off DA HIE 2L & 72 D0 E /R 5,

21 £ 1,20E% : X LEROFHAMYE

better off |Z (3 i & &R E TARMRANTER L5
%o £ AENTIL, BT better off (ZRITE G A,
BITE s, £, to RiER, R E, b
E LTRSS D IR AR 2 R T kR~ 7o 2258
mpmkﬁg)ﬁ%ﬁ#éOXPmﬁﬁxwﬁﬁ%
\i’ﬁf’éﬁb\ﬁ? Y —ZHERT 5, if:
. (1d)(Le)(1H) DT/ A] D K 5 | ﬂ:/ﬁ
ﬂ i?’ﬁﬁhLfoﬁb\T%EﬁlJE’Jfot%%’Eﬁ@%ﬂé HObH H
HD, WIZ, BHROZRABHAMEIZ WL, F—
W2 XPAJIE, (BURE D b F L7R) EHFEORIEMN 2
WHEZ KT, B I XPHNRRTHREIILT LS —
NI E LnbIF TR, FERRNR SR
RERAAETRT N, 8 =12, better off #F3C1% T~
LEIEI>NELE] &) é‘F%EBZE’J@?g%%%%\
BIRNIERIRE XV 7 ¢ LHRIL 7-Be & F5o,

2.2 EIDHEE : REMBDHIK

FEIRAYIC better off [ZTE%E well off (#8fE72) @
e TdH 0 | oI & RIERIZ, BREMTE (the
better off person) & AU % (The person is better off)
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NHERCT&E 5, —J7. better off #3CILi@ % . #0b
EOHZRTHOWLIL, T —HMOEHETHWLNS
AT 4 A LW FISNLAME, BRERETHWL S
Z &iE72uy (the ‘better off dead” man) .

23 FEAMEAEE - OO —2a vDEIFN

better off A ST IT I 3 2 HRITRIFHEL R 5N
% ., the British National Corpus (BNC) [9]iZ 331 5 better
off DRGE L4 823 Bl OFA TIL, MliFE & D
better off #%3C% 545 5] (I’d be better off {dead, left
alone, buying it, without you}72 &) | #lizEH &2 B 5 72
VMY 278 151 (He is better off now. / She is financially
better off.72 &) & 72[7,8]. HiFEAIA Y & AfRER
BELOIN—TEEKT DL, MENHY DTN —
TIIHAEREE L D 7L —7 LI BRAYIZ, (i) BhEhd
& (i) 12 AFREEE L o 4LEMEE N E < | better off
RSB TN = WD T BN ghoT,
F1 12 AFHEZEL better off OFRAED L&

flizEd D | MR L | BFEf

1/2 NFRERE 191 69 260
3 AR EEE 354 209 563
At 545 278 823
%2 BhEBhEA L better off DGR HEE D I
ffizEd EER L | &t

By 208 83 291
By g 4 L 337 195 532
&t 545 278 823

F72. 12 ABRERECBIENGA & better off #5SCH3 L
THHERTZE A, BESCHTFE L, RETAX
TEbNAMHEE RS D H3ER ST,

(3) (a) You’d be much better off with someone else.

60%

(b) You may be better off going to the RSPCA.
(c) I am better off without you.

3 Better off X DEFRFRLEAE

A TIE, COHA ZHWT, YD X 5 IC better off
WP RFEITEA LI ZBERnIIc 849 5, 19 it
#C O better off 1Z1X(4)D L 9 A FIEN R S0, BED
O RAiFEA AT S FEIXIZ E A LR b,

(4) (a) He is now better off (than before).

(b) He will be better off financially.
PLTFIZ, [101i281F 5 COHA DIz, HEimpu7e %
BhEMAIRN G, BWRHICS SUERNIT S Fr R 72
better off # U HGEICERS LIZiBfRE BT 5,

3.1 T—Aa LAER

COHA 1% 1810-2009 =D 7T A U 71 JFEH 4 (EFED
L7 DB 2 — /N2 TH D, ABFZETIL, COHA 7>
o better off D2f1 (2642 1)) ZHiH L, ZOHo 5,
TR TRUR LD better off 2o (2527 1)) 4
Do DR, RIDEHEEHFNZa—T 47 L,
PR O BfR % E BB ALEES 5 Z & T, better off
DMEDOI D RO ZEEZH BT D,

# 3 better off ICa—F 4 7T HEKLE

BH (8

SOV (1) better off D CEEE] (FGR A%,
FRIE R L, 405 L) (#iRE R O A K
(1) EFEOAFF, (2) Bh#Ehd, (3) than,
(4) if i
E=UUS TR EWROIRET
¥ >V | (1) Fiction, (2) Popular Magazines, (3)
Newspapers, (4) Non-Fiction Books
1810-2009

409 M

v
20%
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0 S SR S SN SRR ST SR
BT AT AR AT DAY AT AR AT D
e===modal than if-clause
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3.2 R

T OFEF, better off IZIZLL T D X 5 22 ZB{L2ME
&Nz, 511, betteroff & than & @ ILEAEE X
—EH L TEA LT, 5212, better off &78akE
2T 4 OBYEYE L oSBT, 1920 LA,
b L7z, %312, AHAMZRMHER PR & 55
A7) 231950 4ELARE, A X BRIz, S BT, TR
BIROEIAICER 292 & 19 A better off 1%
< FFEHY e TR ) &9 E R (5] Heis financially
better off than her) T& - 7223, 2000 FRICAD &
FERMOZBERIL 17%E TR LTz,

3.3 ERLEMRDIET

wAINZ, better off ODFFEBIAE & better off 3D
HEWEE LD D, BRE TIE, better off H{AMR LD
ffish & U CHERET 2 7 AE L IX R 72 0 | better
off 1 3L T, better off (2 EFEDIRAEZ K HHFEMIA
BT 5, E£lo. FHRHIED better off |%, TFEM
PRk G L 0 B RB A RT3, better off £ 3CT
I%. better off Tix72 <, Z DOHFEAID EFEDOIARM)
RREEFEL., [ZOREOHFNELE] Lo E
L 725, AFETlE. better off (2T 5 HEICH
247 (reanalysis) 23 Z 0 | better off # X3 EET
HETOMEE 4 BRI T TR A IR~ T 5,
(5) better off HEXXBEFEF T D E T 4 Bef
B . TR WER O
| ko> —fd]
FIERE: LRV WO E
AR o BT AL - Bk B 05 Bl
FZERE . [—EORMHETEV RV
LRI & 323 B O MiFE L]

FEOURREE . [~ FNE L) (BEScEd)
AFETiE, better off (2, (i) EBRD—HRIE. (ii) ¥
BRR v T1209") OfiEiE. (i) £y T
A4 VT DB, NEZD LT, MITEBIN R
VN, EFEORARRY 7R B A R TR T & RO better
off XA LT EE XD,

3.3.1 Bk : FHRIGER

#— BRI, better off 25 well off D kEgHE & LT
(LR EVW) BERAERTEMETHD, TiE
TSRS L0 . RREEICHRIIREEIC D B,

D Yy o /LT HEENEL LR E EFEIND, [11]
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(6) (a) I am now better off than before.

(b) John is better off now.

(c) He is financially better off than me.
(63, b) Tl&, F— A = >DRFEMR, (6c) TIE A
DN DIRREN FeiE S v, F3E2S than AJIZ L - TH
RHRT Z LN TE DR L0 R RET
o ExRT,

3.3.2 E-EBKE : EKRO—g1t

B BMEIE, TR TREZR) o TR RV
~ BEBRO—BENEZLEBTH D,
(7) (a) You are better off at home.

(b) Well, I think he couldn’t come. I am better off
with you. And perhaps I can help, too.

(DB TIE, ZHODIREN LB, FFEOIRAE
DRI GUERT TR BV ZERREhd,
T ZTl&. better off [Z12#%c 9% at home <> with you
DX D 7RETEFA)D, KD BUVIRREE 2 D0k (D
FV,. BT T) ERLTVD, #HIzIX, (7Ta)T
X RIS | (Th) T Thiz b —fElcnd) &
W RPUZIBNT, EFBEIL TV B RigE 72 5,

3.3.3 BB . RERRDOEIEIE

B BRI, EFEASENAARR IR (B
T a4 7)) DRIEALSNDERETH S, better off T
X oOREN IS NS, . TEY RV
WO HEDNESE LT HE, BIEOLUDRIKEL
A LT, IR TIZL D BWIREETHH Z &
EPRTHIENES Aond L9275,

(8) (a) I would be better off if | worked harder.

(b) You might be better off without her.

(c) You would be better off at home.
AR T 31T 5 EFEORISHT b SN TN D 2
LU, better off NEX VU T ¢ AR EFE (BhdEhi,
HEE) RCiffHiEOHENEL -2 EhLREBEIN
Do Fio, ABHR AT RSN D & RIRFIC, HLig
R & T HELR D RAb S 4, better off D i D E
HRIZEN TV, 202 E1E, than o HELBEEE 23k
LT TWDZ ENLRBEEND,

3.3.4 MR vy T4 VT DEEL

B 1T, B Z 0 XofHnd) (adjunct
phrase) & L CEREN LD BUVVIRAE & 72 5 AR 72
YT 4T ERLTOWEEEN, EFEORMEN
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REBEET LRI THL, ZOEFETIR,
better off & %67 22K (=HINA) DOFEODE M
FR< 720 | [better off ffiFEM]E LTCHOITSND Z
& T. better off LA HBLT 2 B2 b D, B
REEZHAWD EHOITIZOb) E @)D Xk D IFkED,
(9) (a) I"d be better off without you.
(b) Id be [better off]compiement [Without you]adjunct
(c) I’d be [[better off [without you]complement]complement
(O EAFIMNA] (agjunc) @ withoutyou %, (9c¢) I AfiaE 4
(complement) @ Withoutyou &KL L7 b D TH D, 7=
72 L. better off (247 5 EHE A MG 1T o D M
AT H 2 MIEHLAY e b DO TR < FHInAI 04
)& L COMOHIIBEMERICED b D TH D,
ZOHSEGIERITERE L TEZLNDD
23, SUIRIZE T 23BN 72 B ORI E R~ D
EAETHDH[12], 2F V. (8b)?D You might be better
off without her Z 51 & -5 & [ Ze A3 7V REE DS ()
2E0E) LRV W) EMIZ, SURNT M
TRV E L) ki £ T 2 L2 508,
FREEDO SUIR TR IR LW DND Z 2k v, Uk
MHAELD [~OFNRELE] &) FERHGRIER
I better off XP &\ 9 )3 FEOEBRIC AN S L 5,
[RIRFIZ, better off & 4%t 2 BHRORE D E 2358 <
20, EETHEOMPEZ B LND,
Z DFEFSHTIL. better off (ZBhBhE & D ILEE 3 % |
than & OILEMHEAMK < 72572 1900 AFEHIZITT T
WCHEfTLTWe B bND, —FH, ZOFGHO

B A=/ ANTHIERTZ L LTIRA DD DI,

better off % DOAHEETI O HIZ, AL 2255 4) 53
ZMRH 5 1950 FEHTH D, TROLESIIZL -
T, better off (2 IRe AN 70 B8 2 - AliRE ) A B2 o
T L DTl oToi R BEYERY 72 30 TR BLAIAY
EHIRENDA0)D & D o ToATA. 4y a) D3 RE )
DALEIZERN D FIENE G072 LBERABND,
(10) I’d be better off {dead, left alone, going home}

3.4 better off {@XICEET HF L O

COHA DA FE R F-S T better off 4 SCASHE

ELEREEZZLODDLEUTOLIICRD,

(11) “FF=M72 better off IZE RO — LN Z v TX
DRV WD ERAERTH T, AR LRI
DaiEAL & St R O ALK Z D | better
off IZ I (AEHIZRIMT) KV RV LWIHE
WA RTHENMRS 725, RIZ, better off (215
SN Z 0 . AHnA) & L CRRE L T AR
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7Rl a £ v 7T 4 77 better off & D
OO X ZVED ., better off DOAfiFE & L T AR
ENDHZ LT, better off XN FHAET S,

7272 L. better off (123515 2 HiEDZE kI, better off
BRTIT R, —H ORI Z D70, BURTEEED
better off |ZIXF-FEMI /2 ER© better off #§3CFE T,
HE%OZEIE (layering) 28AHh 5, [13]

4. FPRRAGEHRICEITT

ARG CHAR LTEAGRIE. COHA OF — X 285 <
— 5T, R EREEIC A S D A2 A L
TERLTIZLDTH D, 5%, KDL HEIZON
TIXSEREN R REER M ETH D, LLTIZ3 M, 5%
DOMEEZT 5, H—I2, AfaTiE, RBEEYRHR
IPH, BERO—ibokic, AR O/ RN
fLZ o7z EARE LTz, 7272, COHA (213 1810 4E LA
DT =X LMhEENTELT, £72, 1800 FRIx7T
—Z DI nTe s AR R ORT AL & Bk O —
WAL Z S T EFF RN B2 D A[REE D B, S HIC
REENMETH D, Fo, —MANTSOEITEHE D
ERPVFAICEE L H W2 S RIFICET T 50
Thodied, FECOMBEERICET I ERLLE
Th b, BT, 1900 FLHTNZBLI D D E DA HLH
MR BT 23N KLETH D, Fric, S
FAtE (register) Z & T. better off 1 LD & 45 DF2
FEDN T2 2 FTREVERC, MR OFES L L7223 (she
would be better off dead than alive @ dead than alive 72
L) BDEZDLEEBIIOWVTHRINTOIVLERNH DL,
ZIC, FL1ERD L 1920 4EE) B IEBBIG AN 2
TWAEIHICRZ AN, ZOWINCEMZRZERN S
HMEIDITHONT, S HITHGENRVLETH D,

BB, AR TR SN &2 FERER I RRGEET
LHEEDOFED 1 HE LT, AARSIELEOEN OIS
HnEZ b, BRSHELHE T, BEINE
FET —HIZHE ST, AR OSEM#ROH Y K
DERDN, UL, TEEEHOHLLEEVIRL
b ius 2 —oRiiE S, BRI EKSn T
AL SN D Z & T, BER L NEEE OIS REM
VAT D) EE 2 HREERETIV[4,15] L A
ERET D, TOD, HIESNTESHET —Z 0D
FB L L OFEIMEIC ESWTHEAE 7 LTk S
Nicr 722 —%, ANEPFFOSFEMFHROUTLE &
LT, RO HE EIET 5 72D OUEREEHLD 1 >
ERDAREMNRH D, T DT ARG, [16]
THASHELEOB AN DRAEEZED T,
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DTHDH, FlokHEEK (HEKRS) 2L, FEe
BIZOED MR A MW=,
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