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Russian prosecutors say the oil-tanker Nakhocka,
which sank in the Sea of Japan, might have missed
an adequate check of its hull last yesr.

The Russian Transport Prosecution Buresu says the
tanker was scheduled to have a detaiied inspection
at a dry dock last August. after major repair work
in Singavore four years ago.

But 10 fact. it received only a simele huil check

by divers.

The prasecutors said this tack of inspection might
have been |inked with the accident.
The Nekhodka was built 26 years ago.

The ship’s ouner says the Russran goverrment
allored a delay in the inspection.

A Russian fact-finding commities says the
inspection last year was based on international
standards.

The commitiee adds that the tanker seews iikely to
have coilided vith something or to have exploded.
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